
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE    Chorale on “Savior of the Nations, Come”     Nicolas Brühns  

* HYMN 11     O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?  Valet Will Ich Dir Geben 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Isaiah 11): 

Leader: A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse 

People: A branch shall grow out of his roots 

Leader: The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him 

People: The spirit of wisdom and understanding 

Leader: Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 

People: His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD 

INTROIT  Richard Proulx 

Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight his paths. Rejoice, the Lord is at 
hand!  LUKE 3:4  
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Eternal God, when our faith is rooted deeply in you, our lives reflect 
your kingdom values of justice and righteousness.  Too often our 
lives become so entangled with the values of the world that your 
values take second place.  Strip our hearts and minds of all that 
distracts us from you.  Forgive us when we turn from you, and may 
our lives continually bear fruit worthy of our faith.  As we watch  
and wait for your breaking into our world once more in the person 
of Jesus Christ, we pray to you in his name. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   
              Paul, Janice, Christian, and Gabriella Piergentile   

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



 

 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
 he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF MATTHEW JISUNG CHOI 

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory 
forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, 
and to serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         



  

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 3                Comfort, Comfort You My People             Psalm 42 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 11:1-10     

ANTHEM Make Straight in the Desert Austin Lovelace 

Make straight in the desert a highway, prepare the way of the lord; 
Let mountains and hills bow down humbly and valleys rise up for their King. 
In joy shall the wilderness blossom and streams through the desert be poured; 
The eyes of the blind shall be opened, and tongues that were silent shall sing. 
 

Break forth into singing O Zion, your King is coming to you,  
Jerusalem, shout with rejoicing, he comes to redeem you from fear. 
For God shall bring peace and abundance, your praise and renown to renew; 
Prepare to receive your salvation; the promised Redeemer is near. 
 

The reign of the Lord will be gracious, its blessings ever will last; 
For then will God bring to fulfillment the promise of peace from above. 
All creatures will prosper together, to plowshares all swords will be cast; 
Earth’s people will find their true freedom in God’s perfect kingdom of Love.  

SECOND LESSON             Matthew 3:1-12 

SERMON                        “Worthy Repentance”      Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY  And the Glory of the Lord (from “Messiah”) G. F. Handel 

And the glory of the Lord, shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together. For the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

     THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 10           On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry     Winchester New 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE  Chorale-Fantasy “Savior of the Nations, Come”   J. S. Bach  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 11:1-10 (NRSV) 
 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,  
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall  
be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike 
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6The wolf shall live with the 
lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 
the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and  
the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole  



  

 

of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s  
den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for  
the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters  
cover the sea. 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the  
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious. 
 

Matthew 3:1-12 (NRSV) 
 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of  
Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  
3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.’” 4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with  
a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and  
all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to  
flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I  
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore  
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  
11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more  
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork  
is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 
*     *     *     *     * 


